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ranges to which  the  Spaniards  gave the characteristic
name of "Sierra".     The loftiest altitude  in the  West
India Islands is the mountain usually called Loma de la
Tina, in Hispaniola, which has a height of over ro,ooo
feet.      The   greatest   heights   in   Central   America   and
northern South America are found in south-west Guate-
mala (nearly  14,000 feet);   in  Costa  Rica (11,600 feet);
Panama   (11,700   feet);   Colombia  (Santa   Marta,   under
17,000 feet;  Tolima,  18,500 feet, and several peaks and
domes near Bogota over 18,000 feet in height);  Ecuador
(Chimborazo,  20,500 feet,  and  several other peaks over
20,000 feet in altitude); Venezuela (Picacho, 15,420 feet);
and Guiana (Roraima, 8600 feet).    A number of the loftier
mountains of the mainland reach above the limit of per-
petual snow, which  in  north  Equatorial America is an
average 15,000 feet above sea level.   On the Andes, farther
south in western South America, many peaks rise above
20,000 feet in altitude, the loftiest being Aconcagua in
Chile (23,393 feet).    In the ranges of the Andes, of course,
from Ecuador southwards, there are glaciers (deposits of
ice perpetually renewed by melting and freezing snow),
and the climate of all this region facing the Pacific is much
cooler than that of Brazil or eastern South America, partly
also on account of the cold sea water which sweeps con-
tinually as a current from south to north, from the Antarctic
seas to the Equator.    Owing to this and other causes there
is also a great dearth of rain along the western side of
South America, so that, besides being much cooler, the
climate   is  also  much  drier;   therefore altogether much
healthier for the White man than the steaming forests of
Brazil, of Panama,  and Guiana.     Much of the modern
republic of Colombia is at a very lofty elevation, and
there are plateaus with great cities on them at altitudes of